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U.S, TENNIS OPEN -- NEW HOME 
CVOICED PIECE AND INSERTS) 
ANNCR: THE MAJOR TENNIS TOURNAMENT IN THE UNITED STATES -- THE U-S 
OPEN -- IS MOVING TO A NEW HOME THIS YEAR, A STADIUM STILL 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION IN NEW YORK CITY. A REPORT FROM VOA 


CORRESPONDENT LARRY FREUND IN NEW YORK, 


VOICE: ENGLAND'S WIMBLEDON WILL BE IN WIMBLEDON, BUT AMERICA'S 
FOREST HILLS WILL BE IN FLUSHING MEADOW. THAT MEANS, FOR 
TENNIS FANS, THAT THE NINETEEN SEVENTY-EIGHT ALL ENGLAND 
TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS WILL BE HELD NEXT WEEK IN THE LONDON 
SUBURB OF WIMBLEDON, AS USUAL. BUT, FOR THE FIRST TIME 
SINCE NINETEEN FIFTEEN, THE UNITED STATES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
WILL N O T BE AT THE WEST SIDE TENNIS CLUB IN FOREST HILLS. 
THE FAMOUS TOURNAMENT IS MOVING SOME FOUR KILOMETERS ACROSS 
THE NEW YORK BOROUGH OF QUEENS, TO AN EXPANDED STADIUM 


ORIGINALLY BUILT FOR THE NINETEEN SIXTY THREE WORLD'S FAIR, 


THE U-S TENNIS ASSOCIATION -- THE GOVERNING GROUP FOR 
TENNIS IN THE UNITED STATES -- DECIDED TO MAKE THE MOVE 
AFTER YEARS OF OVER-CROWDING AT THE FOREST HILLS STADIUM, 
THE SPORT HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY POPULAR BOTH FOR PLAYERS 
AND SPECTATORS AND THOUSANDS OF HOPEFUL TICKET BUYERS HAVE 


BEEN TURNED AWAY EACH YEAR AT THE STADIUM GATE, 


THE CHANGE FROM THE TRADITIONAL U-S OPEN BASE AT FOREST HILLS 
TO A NEW TENNIS COMPLEX WAS GREETED WITH MIXED FEELINGS. 
THERE WAS EVEN SOME UNCERTAINTY THAT THE NEW STADIUM WOULD 

BE COMPLETED ON TIME. IN FACT, THERE HAVE ALREADY BEEN 


DELAYS BECAUSE OF CONSTRUCTION AND LABOR PROBLEMS AND 


VOICE: 
CCONT'D) 
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THE BASIC STEELWORK OF THE STADIUM IS STILL INCOMPLETE. 


BUT THE TENNIS ASSOCIATION AND ITS PRESIDENT SLEW HESTER 


MAINTAIN THAT THEY WILL MEET THEIR AUGUST FIRST TARGET DATE... 


TAPE: CUT ONE -- HESTER 


VOICE: 


"WE FEEL SURE THAT WE WILL HAVE ALL OF THE SEATS, ALL OF THE 
LIGHTS, THERE ARE SOME AMENITIES AND DECORATIONS AND 
BEAUTIFICATIONS THAT WILL N O T BE FINISHED FOR THIS YEAR. 
BUT THE PLAYING SURFACES WILL BE IN, THE SEATS WILL BE IN. 
THE NEW STADIUM WILL BE COMPLETED BY THAT TIME," 

THE FLUSHING MEADOW STADIUM -- NAMED AFTER THE LATE JAZZ 
TRUMPETER LOUIS ARMSTRONG -- WILL HAVE ROOM FOR NEARLY 
TWENTY THOUSAND TENNIS FANS AROUND THE NEW CENTER COURT -- 
A GAIN OF MORE THAN SIX THOUSAND SEATS COMPARED TO THE 
FOREST HILLS STADIUM, THE GRANDSTAND COURT -- INSIDE THE 
SAME STADIUM -~ WILL HAVE SEATS FOR ANOTHER SIX THOUSAND 


TICKET HOLDERS, 


THERE WILL ALSO BE A CHANGE ON THE TENNIS COURTS THEMSELVES, 
THE U-S OPEN SWITCHED SEVERAL YEARS AGO FROM GRASS TO A 
CLAY-LIKE SURFACE. NOW THE COURTS ARE BEING CHANGED AGAIN, 
TO WHAT TENNIS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT SLEW HESTER DESCRIBES 
AS A "FLEXIBLE, HARD SURFACE, A LITTLE FASTER BUT N O T 
MUCH FASTER" THAN THE CLAY-LIKE SURFACE USED AT LAST YEAR'S 


TENNIS OPEN, 


TAPE: CUT TWO -- HESTER 


"ON THE OTHER HAND IT WILL ELIMINATE THE SLIDE, PLAYERS ON 
A CLAY-TYPE SURFACE SLIDE INTO THE SHOT, ON THE TYPE 
SURFACE THAT WE ARE USING OR ANY OTHER HARD SURFACE A 
PLAYER MUST RUN ALL THE WAY TO GET TO THE SHOT, IT MEANS 
THAT THE POINTS WILL PROBABLY BE SHORTER, THE SPEED OF THE 
BALL WILL BE FASTER AND THE PROGRESS OF THE MATCHES SHOULD 
BE ABOUT THE SAME LENGTH OR MAYBE A LITTLE SHORTER," 


VOICE: 


TAPE: 


VOICE: 
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U-S TENNIS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT SLEW HESTER SAYS THE POINT 
PENALTY SYSTEM WILL BE ENFORCED AT THIS YEAR'S U-S OPEN -- 
A SYSTEM THAT PENALIZES PLAYERS FOR UNRULY BEHAVIOR ON 

THE COURT, MISTER HESTER SAYS HE PREFERS THE SYSTEM OF 
GAME PENALTIES AWARDED DURING PLAY TO THE SYSTEM OF 


RELATIVELY SMALL FINES THAT IS USED ELSEWHERE. 


ASKED ABOUT THE CONTINUING CONTROVERSY OVER SOUTH AFRICAN 
PLAYERS IN THE U-S OPEN, MISTER HESTER REPEATS THE TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION'S BASIC ANSWER, THAT -- AS HE PUT IT -- "WE 
DON'T THINK POLITICS HAS ANY PLACE IN SPORTS," THE TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT SAYS THAT SOUTH AFRICA HAS ON ITS 

OWN DECIDED TO WITHDRAW ITS NATIONAL TENNIS TEAM FROM 
COMPETITION IN THE DAVIS CUP, AS OF JULY. AND THAT, ADDS 
MISTER HESTER, SHOULD REMOVE A SOURCE OF DISRUPTION, 

BUT MISTER HESTER SAYS THAT INDIVIDUAL SOUTH AFRICAN PLAYERS 


WILL N O T BE BARRED FROM PLAYING IN THE U-S OPEN, 


CUT THREE -- HESTER 

"AS FAR AS THE INDIVIDUAL PLAYERS ARE CONCERNED, WHEN WE 
PUT A FREW MCMILLAN OR ONE OF THE OTHER SOUTH AFRICAN 
PLAYERS IN THE U-S OPEN, WE KNOW HIM BY COMPUTER NUMBER 
"THREE-FIVE-FOUR-THREE-TWO-SIX.' AND HE HAS GOT A 

CERTAIN RATING, AND WE REALLY DON'T KNOW WHETHER HE IS 

A SOUTH AFRICAN OR A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES. AND 

WE REALLY DON'T CARE." 

THE UNITED STATES TENNIS OPEN BEGINS IN LATE AUGUST, ASKED 
FOR A FORECAST OF THE TOURNAMENT, TENNIS ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT SLEW HESTER SUGGESTS THAT LAST YEAR'S WINNER 

IN THE MEN'S SINGLES -= GUILLERMO VILAS OF ARGENTINA == 

AND FINALIST JIMMY CONNORS OF THE UNITED STATES WILL "ASSERT 


THEMSELVES," ON THE WOMEN'S SIDE, THE TENNIS OFFICIAL 


VOICE: 
CCONT'D) 
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POINTS TO FIFTEEN YEAR-OLD TRACY AUSTIN OF THE UNITED STATES 
WHO, HE SAYS, PROMISES TO BECOME ONE OF THE TOP PLAYERS IN 


THE WOMEN'S EVENT, 


AS FOR THE NEW STADIUM AT FLUSHING MEADOW -- UNITED STATES 
TENNIS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT SLEW HESTER SUGGESTS WITH A 


SMILE THAT HE HAS A PERSONAL STAKE IN ITS COMPLETION... 


TAPE: CUT FOUR ~~ HESTER 


VOICE: 


"WE ARE GOING TO CALL THE FACILITY THE 'U-S-T-A NATIONAL 
TENNIS CENTER' IF IT'S COMPLETED AND IF WE PLAY ON AUGUST 
TWENTY-FIFTH, IF IT'S NOT COMPLETED AND WE DON'T PLAY, 
IT'S GOING TO BE KNOWN AS THE 'HESTER MEMORIAL.'" 
U-S TENNIS OFFICIAL SLEW HESTER. 

# 4 4 # 


BML/RCS 


